
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. 2] REV TEWS 3! 9 

that in a hundred exigencies Miss Addams's sanity, gentleness and in- 
dwelling grace have been its salvation. 

The book is one that should be read both by partisans and by non- 
partisans in the present movement for social betterment ; and happily 
it is so written that it will be widely read. And in years to come it 
will be studied page by page by those who may be puzzled to compre- 
hend the manifold confusions of our American life at this turning-point 
of the road. For the reviewer feels assured that, when the orgy of in- 
dividualism that followed the occupation of free land and the exploita- 
tions of the natural resources of the continent by a restless immigrant 
population under the unorganized conditions of competitive struggle 
shall be over,. and when we shall have entered upon a more ordered 
social state, men will eagerly seek just such a human document as this 
to explain a social situation which may well seem inexplicably unintelli- 
gent and needlessly tragic. We must surely all be grateful to Miss 
Addams that she has given to us, while the memories are still vivid and 
the situation not yet too idealized, this most illuminating account of the 
activities of Hull House, in which one sees reflected so much of the 
restless longing of our generation for a new world of social sympathy 
and human understanding. 

Thomas C. Hall. 

Union Theological Seminary. 

La Crise anglaise. BY Philippe Millet. Paris, Armand 
Colin, 1910 — x, 291 pp. 

M. Millet's little volume on contemporary English politics is curiously 
uneven both in character and in the accuracy of his observations and 
conclusions. The first part consists of newspaper articles giving bright 
but superficial accounts of elections and electors in England in January, 
19 10. There is nothing whatever of serious or permanent value in 
these letters of a special correspondent — indeed it seems almost a pity 
to have incorporated them in the volume. The questions of constitu- 
tional reform, of finance, of the land and Lloyd-George's budget and 
of free trade and tariff reform are then taken up. The author analyses 
each in turn, giving short historical sketches of the policies and events 
which have led up to the present situation. These historical sketches 
are neither complete or accurate. They seem to be rather the result 
of research made for the immediate purpose of this volume, than of 
wide historical knowledge. There are even numerous errors of fact, as 
for example on page 109, where the Trade Union Act of 187 1 is attri- 
buted to Disraeli, and on page 176, where it is stated that by English 
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law a man at his death must leave all freehold property exclusively to 
his eldest son but must divide his leaseholds among his sons. 

In spite of some errors, however, Mr. Millet's description and analysis 
of the Lloyd-George budget is clear and excellent. He gives a spirited 
account of the anomalous privileges of urban ground landlords which are 
affected by the new land taxes, and he also shows the depopulation of 
the country and the disappearance of the rural laborer under the present 
system of enormous estates. In regard to the land, however, he favors 
the policy, set out as window dressing in the Conservative election pro- 
gram, of assisting small holders to purchase land — a policy which as 
yet has not been sufficiently elaborated to make possible any criticism 
of its feasibility ; and he is inclined to accept protection as the only 
real means of reviving agriculture, the decay of which he asserts is 
wholly due to low prices. To show the impossibility of repeopling the 
land under free trade, he quotes the enormous prices paid for land and 
shows the small percentage which landlords receive from their invest- 
ment. In this analysis he omits two important facts : first, that 
land, when purchased to form a large estate, has a social rather than 
an economic value — it is bought for the sake of founding a family and 
sustaining a peerage ; and second, that a landlord does not conduct his 
estate as a manufacturer manages his business. A very large part of 
the land is set aside for pleasure purposes — parks and shooting preserves 
— and the expenses due to the upkeep of the estate include large sums 
spent to gratify a love of beauty or of sport. The author's lean- 
ings to protection lead him into still greater errors when he criticizes 
the Liberals, as he does almost savagely, for their lack of enthusiasm 
for colonial preferences. He shows no understanding of the English 
colonial system, nor has he any knowledge of the fact that in 
Canada for instance — the most important of the colonies — the farmers, 
the only men who would profit by a preference in the English market, 
have frequently repudiated all desire for any preference at the expense 
of dearer food for their fellow-subjects in Great Britain. The present 
free-trade movement in Western Canada, and the negotiation of the re- 
ciprocity agreement between Canada and the United States would have 
changed the face of affairs as regards tariff reform, even if Mr. Balfour 
had not deemed it wise to thrust protection into the background at the 
recent election by his proposal to subject it to a referendum. 

M. Millet evidently considers British trade as doomed if Great Britain 
fails speedily to adopt a protective tariff. At the present moment, the 
people of Great Britain, with Board of Trade figures showing a greater 
volume of exports and imports than ever before in their history, are 
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not eager to listen to the new gospel, nor to let go of the well-tried 
policy that has given the people cheap food and the manufacturers 
enormous prosperity. They are inclined rather to try the effect of free- 
ing themselves from the abuses of a land system which, in the eigh- 
teenth and nineteenth centuries, was carefully built up to the advantage 
of the landholders by a Parliament absolutely controlled by the landed 
interest. Free trade combined with free access to the land has never 
yet had a fair trial. The Liberals prefer to make this experiment 
rather than to return to a discredited theory of protection. It is cer- 
tainly unfortunate for the author that the December elections in Eng- 
land should have failed to fulfil his anticipations of the success of tariff 
reform. 

There is nothing hostile to England in M. Millet's volume. It is 
the friendly and disinterested criticism of a goodnatured onlooker. 

A. G. Porritt. 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

Land and Labour: Lessons from Belgium. By B. SEEBOHM 
Rowntree. New York, The Macmillan Company, 19 10. — xx, 
633 PP- 

The family Rowntiee has not only been a prominent factor in the 
industrial supremacy of England but has also made valuable contribu- 
tions to the analysis of modern economic problems. To Joseph Rown- 
tree we owe a series of books on the liquor trade, written from the 
social and fiscal points of view. To B. Seebohm Rowntree we are in- 
debted for the well-known volume on Poverty : A Study of Town Life. 
The latter writer has now supplemented his earlier studies by the volume 
under review. His ultimate object is to throw light upon the problem 
of poverty in Great Britain by discussing its relation to the system of 
land tenure, and as a preliminary step he has investigated the corres- 
sponding conditions and relations in Belgium. The result is a most in- 
teresting volume. It includes the history of land tenure in Belgium ; 
a detailed analysis of Belgian industrial conditions ; an inquiry into the 
relative merits of large and small farms and into the division of rent 
between tenant and owner ; a discussion of transport facilities, of taxa- 
tion and of education; a description of the standard of life and of 
housing conditions ; and, finally, a study of poverty, poor laws and un- 
employment. Four years of investigation have enabled Mr. Rowntree 
to collect a unique mass of material, which is presented with all the 
skill and grace of style which we have learned to expect in the works of 
this author. His conclusions, based on thorough study, formed with 



